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University German majors in Chinese universities constitute a vital force in cross-cultural communication and play 

an increasingly important role in effectively communicating China’s narrative to global audiences. Despite their 

linguistic advantages, these students still face challenges such as limited cultural literacy and insufficient intercultural 

communication competence. It is therefore essential to explore effective approaches for strengthening their ability to 

convey China’s narrative in accurate, compelling, and culturally attuned ways. This article discusses key pathways 

for enhancing this competence and offers insights relevant to curriculum development and talent cultivation in the 

field of international communication. 
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Introduction  

In the context of deepening globalization, the ability to effectively communicate China’s narrative has 

become a strategic component of China’s international communication efforts. As China’s visibility and 

influence continue to expand, the global community increasingly seeks a better understanding of China’s cultural 

traditions, social transformations, and development trajectory. However, due to the longstanding dominance of 

Western discourse in shaping international public opinion, representations of China are often incomplete or 

distorted. This underscores the need for authentic narrators capable of presenting a nuanced, multidimensional, 

and evidence-based account of China. 

Against this backdrop, university German majors possess unique potential. Their linguistic proficiency 

allows them to bridge communicative gaps and serve as key actors in narrating China’s stories, articulating 

China’s perspectives, and engaging global audiences through culturally informed and context-appropriate 

expression (Ma, 2023). 

Significance of Enhancing University German Majors’ Ability to  

Communicate China’s Narrative 

Strengthening this ability holds considerable implications for China’s participation in global communication. 

First, it contributes to reshaping international discursive dynamics by providing alternative perspectives and 

reducing the imbalance produced by Western-centered narratives. This enhances China’s agency and discursive 

presence in global communication arenas. 

 
WANG Danruo, Lecturer, Department of German, College of Foreign Languages, University of Shanghai for Science and 

Technology, Shanghai, China. 

DAVID  PUBLISHING 

D 



ENHANCING THE ABILITY OF UNIVERSITY GERMAN MAJORS  

 

584 

Second, empowering university German majors to communicate China’s narrative effectively facilitates 

more accurate and comprehensive dissemination of Chinese culture, traditional values, scientific and 

technological achievements, and contemporary social developments. Through nuanced and context-sensitive 

communication, misunderstandings arising from cultural distance or information asymmetry can be reduced. 

Third, from an educational perspective, this process prompts innovation in university foreign language 

programs. It encourages the integration of cultural studies, communication strategies, and intercultural discourse 

training into existing curricula, thereby fostering university German majors’ cultural competence, critical 

thinking, and pragmatic communicative skills (Zhang, 2023). Furthermore, integrating ideological and political 

education ensures that talent cultivation aligns with broader national strategic goals (Chen, 2023). 

Core Competency Development Pathways 

Strengthening Cultural Literacy and Knowledge 

A foundational requirement for effective narrative communication is the establishment of robust 

understanding of both Chinese and German cultural contexts. Institutions should strengthen Chinese cultural 

education through mandatory courses covering traditional philosophy, contemporary society, and cultural 

practices. Simultaneously, German cultural studies must extend beyond language acquisition to include 

comprehensive coverage of historical, social, and intellectual traditions within German-speaking societies (Shi 

& Cheng, 2022). The use of specialized teaching materials, such as “Understanding Contemporary China: 

German Speech Tutorial” designed for the German context, can significantly support this dual-framework 

approach (Kong, 2022). 

Implementing Structured Competency Training 

Developing narrative competence requires systematic training through modular approaches. Cross-cultural 

workshops simulating real-world scenarios—such as media interviews, academic presentations, and cultural 

diplomacy contexts—provide valuable opportunities for skill application and refinement (Liu et al., 2021). 

Project-based learning initiatives, including participation in national competitions focused on China narrative 

development, offer platforms for integrating theoretical knowledge with practical implementation. These 

experiential learning opportunities foster the development of adaptable communication strategies tailored to 

specific contexts and audiences among university German majors. 

Enhancing German Narrative Proficiency 

Linguistic preparation must extend beyond general language proficiency to include specialized training in 

narrative construction. Developing comprehensive terminology databases for key Chinese concepts ensures 

consistency and accuracy in translation (Zhang, 2023). Furthermore, analytical exercises comparing narrative 

structures and rhetorical conventions in Chinese and German texts enhance university German majors’ ability to 

adapt content while preserving essential meanings. Genre-specific writing training across multiple formats—

from social media posts to academic papers—prepares university German majors for the diverse communication 

environments they will encounter professionally (Shi & Cheng, 2022). Utilizing contemporary teaching resources 

that provide structured speech templates and contextual knowledge is crucial for developing this professional 

narrative proficiency (Kong, 2022). 

 



ENHANCING THE ABILITY OF UNIVERSITY GERMAN MAJORS  

 

585 

Future Directions for Advancing University German  

Majors’ Narrative Communication Competence 

Integrating Emerging Technologies 

Emerging technologies offer new possibilities for enriching the communication of China’s narrative. Virtual 

reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR) technologies can create immersive cultural experiences—for example, 

allowing global audiences to virtually explore Dunhuang cave murals or interact with reconstructed ancient 

architectural sites. 

Artificial intelligence contributes through advanced multilingual translation, discourse analysis, and 

personalized communication strategies. AI-driven speech synthesis can produce multilingual audio narratives, 

enhance accessibility, and expand the reach of Chinese stories in global media ecosystems. 

Deepening Interdisciplinary Collaboration 

Interdisciplinary collaboration is essential for improving narrative communication capacity. Cooperation 

between foreign language programs and media, communication, or international relations departments enables 

university German majors to combine linguistic competence with media production, digital storytelling, and 

global political knowledge. Such collaboration facilitates the creation of high-quality cross-cultural 

communication products, including documentaries, digital exhibitions, and multilingual new-media content (Liu 

et al., 2021). 

Personalizing and Contextualizing Narrative Communication 

Future development should highlight personalized and audience-specific approaches to China’s narrative 

communication. Different demographic groups require different strategies: Young audiences may respond more 

positively to gamified or animated representations of Chinese myths, while business professionals may prefer 

narratives centered on China’s economic reforms, innovation models, or global contributions (Ma, 2023). 

Moreover, narrative strategies must be adapted to different cultural contexts. A culturally responsive 

approach ensures that the communication of China’s narrative is not only accurate but also resonates with the 

values, expectations, and interpretive frameworks of international audiences (Shi & Cheng, 2022). High-quality, 

context-specific teaching materials serve as a critical foundation for cultivating this adaptive capacity (Kong, 

2022). 

Conclusion 

As China’s engagement with the world continues to deepen, university German majors will play an 

increasingly central role in international communication. Through targeted curriculum reform, enhanced 

intercultural training, and expanded opportunities for experiential learning, these students can develop into 

effective communicators of China’s narrative. With strengthened competence, cultural confidence, and global 

vision, they are well positioned to contribute meaningfully to shaping China’s presence in the global 

communication landscape (Chen, 2023). 
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