
Journalism and Mass Communication, May-June 2024, Vol. 14, No. 3, 155-165 

doi: 10.17265/2160-6579/2024.03.001 

 

Can Religious Pluralism Influence Governance and 

Societal Cohesion? 

Yaron Katz 

Holon Institute of Technology, Israel 

 

This analysis uncovers the complex interplay of religion, politics, and society in Israel, revealing the intricate 

dynamics of secular and religious ideologies. The study explores the deep ideological rift between secular and 

religious communities, a divide that profoundly impacts political stability and policymaking. This division often leads 

to political crises and reshuffling, with the political system characterized by unstable coalition governments. The 

research is grounded in the divisions over the state’s spiritual ideology, with significant Orthodox influence shaping 

policy on education, family law, and cultural affairs. The research shows the profound influence of religious parties 

on Israeli politics, significantly shaping the country’s policies and ideological direction. Influenced by external factors 

such as security threats and diplomatic challenges, the dynamic interaction between politics and religion shapes Israeli 

politics since religious parties advocate for policies that align with their interpretation of Jewish religious law, thereby 

impacting the role of religion in public policy. The influence of religious politics has led to a discernible shift toward 

greater religious orthodoxy in public life, driven by the political power of religious parties that prioritize religious 

values above secular democratic principles. The state’s endorsement of religious education and institutions shapes 

public policy and societal norms. The analysis examines the influence of religious values in public policy and the 

dynamic interaction between religious and political spheres, aimed to ensure that religion remains dominant in 

shaping societal norms and governance. This complex relationship demonstrates the ongoing challenges in balancing 

religious orthodoxy with secular principles, which poses difficulties and has implications for the stability and 

cohesion of Israeli society. The urgency and complexity of this task cannot be overstated, as it is crucial for the future 

of Israeli politics and religious dynamics. 
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Introduction 

Can religious pluralism influence governance and societal cohesion? This question forms the basis of the 

investigation into Israel’s complex interplay of religion, politics, and society. Religious pluralism, which entails 

recognizing and accommodating diverse religious beliefs and practices within a society, is a significant factor in 

shaping any nation’s governance and societal cohesion. In the context of Israel, a country with deep religious 

roots and a diverse population, religious pluralism plays a crucial role in its political and social landscape. Israel’s 

legal framework is significantly influenced by religious laws, particularly Orthodox Jewish laws. The presence 

of religious parties in the Knesset (Israeli Parliament) ensures that religious perspectives are represented in 

legislative processes. This influence extends to critical areas such as family law, education, and public holidays, 
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often governed by religious norms. The prioritization of religious values over secular democratic principles has 

led to a discernible shift towards greater religious orthodoxy in public life. The state’s endorsement of religious 

education and other religious institutions underscores the critical role of religion in shaping public policy and 

societal norms. Policies influenced by religious parties impact various aspects of daily life, from marriage and 

divorce laws to public holidays and the observance of the Sabbath. 

Religious pluralism can lead to more inclusive policy-making processes. Bader (2003) explains that 

democracy should acknowledge and support religious diversity to prevent the dominance of a hidden majority 

and grant organized religions a valid role in providing various services, such as education and the political process. 

He argues that ensuring organized religions are informed, heard, and consulted on contested issues is essential 

for democratic participation. This approach can also help prevent the rise of religious fundamentalism. This 

research supports this argument, advocating that democracy should promote a pluralistic and inclusive approach 

where religious diversity is celebrated. This approach enriches the democratic experience, helps maintain social 

harmony, and prevents the rise of extremist views. 

Integrating religious pluralism into governance can also contribute to political stability (Bosch, 2017) 

allowing governments to mitigate potential conflicts and promote harmony by accommodating various religious 

groups within the political framework. This is particularly important in Israel, where religious tensions have 

historically influenced political dynamics. As a result, religious pluralism can promote cultural integration by 

encouraging mutual respect and understanding among different religious communities. This means fostering an 

environment where Jewish, Muslim, Christian, Druze, and other religious communities can coexist peacefully in 

Israel. The interaction between politics and religion is dynamic, influencing stability and change within the 

country. While religious parties maintain their ideological stance, they also adapt to changing political landscapes, 

making strategic alliances to preserve their influence. 

Religious nationalism is a significant political force that profoundly impacts a nation’s democratization 

process. As explained by Acharya (2024), it is a complex political ideology that combines the concept of national 

identity with a specific religious belief system, advocating for the alignment of a nation’s cultural and political 

aspects with the values and principles of a particular religion. The collective identity of a political community is 

heavily influenced by shared cultural characteristics, often rooted in religious elements (Smith, 1991). Religion 

becomes a central component of national identity, fostering a sense of solidarity and common purpose among the 

populace. National identity, when intertwined with religious nationalism, is frequently based on historical events 

involving religious communities, injustice, and collective resistance (Breuilly, 1993). Political leaders 

strategically use religious symbols, ceremonies, and customs as potent cultural tools to rally support and advance 

their political agendas. This dynamic is a critical focus in studying the intersection of religion and politics 

(Juergensmeyer, 2023). 

However, further to the relations between religion and politics, the interaction between religious beliefs and 

state governance is complex, varying across cultural and political contexts. There is an ongoing debate about 

whether religious values should be integrated into public life and governance. This debate is relevant in many 

societies and influences various cultural and political settings differently. Although Juergensmeyer (2023) claims 

that the rise of religious nationalism threatens pluralism and inclusivity in democracies, Diamond (1999) 

underscores the importance of transitioning from authoritarian regimes to democratic governance, highlighting 

the challenges encountered in establishing democratic institutions. 
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The research contends that religious pluralism can significantly shape Israeli governance and societal 

cohesion. By integrating diverse religious perspectives into the political and social fabric of the nation, Israel can 

promote inclusivity, stability, and harmony. However, realizing the full benefits of religious pluralism requires 

overcoming significant challenges, including the dominance of Orthodox Judaism and resistance to policy 

changes. Through continued dialogue, legal reforms, and inclusive policymaking, Israel can work towards a 

society where religious diversity is respected and celebrated, contributing to the overall cohesion and stability of 

the nation. The state’s endorsement of religious education and the integration of religious institutions into public 

life reflect the critical role of religion in shaping societal norms. This integration ensures that religious principles 

are deeply embedded in the national consciousness and that religious values heavily influence societal norms. 

Social and cultural developments have been in transition since the October 7, 2023, attack on Israel, as the 

willingness of ultra-Orthodox to join the army is undergoing a significant transformation. Many Israelis, Haredim 

included, are questioning if the war could fundamentally shift the Haredi community’s traditional model of 

isolation and separatism. In the war context, signs suggest an expansion in integration and change within the 

Haredi community. The question is whether this could lead to a more rapid assimilation of the Haredim into 

broader Israeli society. 

The answer to this question reflects curiosity about the circumstances of the war that might catalyze a change 

in the Haredi community, leading them away from their traditional insularity towards greater integration with the 

rest of Israeli society. The underlying hope is that such a transformative period could potentially accelerate the 

assimilation or “Israelization” of the Haredim, making them more active participants in the country’s social, 

economic, and civic realms. This could contribute to a more unified national identity and shared responsibility 

among all segments of Israeli society. 

Religious Pluralism 

Religious pluralism requires a comprehensive approach that addresses legal, social, cultural, and political 

dimensions. By implementing legal reforms, promoting interfaith dialogue, fostering education and awareness, 

supporting civil society initiatives, demonstrating political leadership, and engaging internationally, Israel can 

work towards creating a society where people of all faiths and beliefs can coexist peacefully and contribute to 

the richness and diversity of society (Stopler, 2013). However, as explained in this research, achieving genuine 

religious pluralism requires a shift in societal attitudes and values, including a collective effort to collaborate and 

commit to government, religious leaders, civil society, and citizens. Through concerted action and sustained 

engagement, Israel can realize its vision of being a vibrant and pluralistic society where religious diversity is 

celebrated and respected. 

Identity politics has risen recently, emphasizing the competing definitions of religious and secular arguments. 

In Israel, where identity politics revolves around religious affiliations, acknowledging and accommodating these 

identities can foster a sense of national unity (Smooha, 2002). On the other hand, there are challenges to religious 

pluralism due to Orthodox dominance (Desai, 2024). The strong influence of Orthodox Judaism in Israeli politics 

and society can challenge religious pluralism. The dominance of Orthodox perspectives can marginalize other 

religious groups and secular viewpoints, leading to social tensions. Efforts to promote religious pluralism may 

face resistance from established religious institutions and political entities that benefit from the status quo. In 

Israel, this resistance is evident in debates over issues like civil marriage and the recognition of non-Orthodox 

conversions. 
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The ultra-Orthodox society exemplifies the juxtaposition between religious extremism and modern life. This 

fervently religious community, while upholding traditional values and principles such as gender segregation, has 

grappled with the challenge of integrating into the broader society without forsaking its religious convictions. 

Fundamental aspects of life within the Haredi community, including clothing, education, marriage practices, and 

language use, are shaped by deeply ingrained traditions. The community has historically rejected institutionalized 

communication channels deemed excessively secular, successfully avoiding radio, television, and the Internet. 

As explained by Sharabi (2014), despite maintaining a steadfast stance against certain technological 

advancements, resisting the influence of the internet and mobile phones has been challenging. The necessity to 

engage with the modern world, particularly concerning living conditions, health, social benefits, and income, has 

compelled leaders to navigate a delicate balance between embracing aspects of contemporary society and 

preserving their distinct way of life. This has led to intriguing contradictions, such as political parties participating 

in government coalitions despite the religious divergence of the community from the secular majority. This 

instability is further exacerbated by high degrees of ideological polarization and the strategic manipulation of 

religious issues for political leverage. Rahat and Hazan (2015) describe the inclusion of minor parties in the 

government as “blackmail power”, which is justified in the various facets of citizenship, especially as experienced 

by minority groups, that challenge inherent in Israeli citizenship at collective, group, and individual levels 

(Rabinovich, 2018). 

The identity politics pursued by ultra-Orthodox parties is closely tied to the extreme significance of religious 

faith. The leadership perceives a constant threat from spiritual, social, cultural, and political phenomena 

surrounding the community. These foundational assumptions guide various aspects of the community’s life, 

including clothing, education, marriage matchmaking, and language. The cultural segregation and sectorial 

coherency within the community aim to shield Jewish culture from influences of Western culture and secularism 

(Kimmerling, 2001). 

The community’s rapid growth challenges the nation’s democratic and liberal foundations. Noeske, Paulsen, 

and Gressing (2024) maintain that internal ideological dynamics and external pressures, including security threats, 

diplomatic challenges, and socio-economic concerns, shape the political landscape. External factors such as 

regional conflicts, international diplomacy, and global economic trends can influence domestic politics, shaping 

government priorities and policy responses. As a result, political leaders must navigate these external pressures 

while balancing ideological imperatives with national interests and public expectations, contributing to the 

complexity of the political process. 

The analysis suggests that Israel’s future as a democratic and inclusive homeland hinges on reconciling its 

religious and secular dimensions. This reconciliation requires navigating complex internal dynamics and external 

pressures, including security concerns and international relationships. The evolving ideological landscape, 

influenced by changing societal values and external geopolitical factors, shapes Israel’s political and social 

trajectory. Yakter and Harsgor (2022) argue that long-term attitude change requires a dynamic perspective since 

ideological positions evolve in response to changing circumstances, societal trends, and leadership dynamics. 

According to their perspective, shifts in public opinion and socioeconomic developments can influence 

ideological issues and policy agendas. However, the political landscape is still deeply intertwined with religious 

ideology, particularly wielded by Orthodox parties to maintain their political power. 
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Religious Nationalism 

The integration of the ultra-Orthodox sector into Israeli society has been a contentious issue, sparking 

political debates and influencing recent elections. Central to this debate is the question of whether ultra-Orthodox 

Jews should be exempt from mandatory military service (Ben Ami, 2022). Regarding military service, Cahaner 

and Malach (2023) found that there has been a decline in participation among the ultra-Orthodox in recent years. 

In 2020, only 1,185 ultra-Orthodox men entered military service, and just 569 entered national civilian service. 

Other gaps between the ultra-Orthodox and the rest of the Israeli public have narrowed, for example, with 68% 

of the ultra-Orthodox and 94% of other Jews reporting that they are regular internet users. 

The unresolved nature of this issue has contributed to political instability, prompting multiple elections and 

hindering government formation. A critical political argument revolves around the demand for exemptions from 

military service for young ultra-Orthodox individuals who opt to study Torah with government-funded salaries. 

This contention has led to a significant political crisis, with secular groups asserting a correlation between the 

low rate of employment among ultra-Orthodox men and their limited army service. The research concludes that 

the divide between secular and ultra-Orthodox society will likely widen, fueled by the entrenched social and 

political interests served by maintaining the existing social bridges. The study underscores the challenge of 

fostering legitimate debate when identity politics and one-sided portrayals dominate discussions on fundamental 

cultural and religious issues within Israeli society. 

External influences significantly impact Israeli politics, with ongoing conflicts with Palestinian territories 

and tensions with neighboring countries injecting complexity into domestic debates (Herzog, 2023). These 

international dynamics compel Israeli leaders to delicately balance national security with the ideological 

principles that shape the nation’s identity since external threats have dominated the Israeli narrative, with a 

prevailing view that the country faces ultimate threats aiming at the destruction of the Jewish state. Ben Ami 

(2022) explain that the modern ultra-Orthodox community, increasingly active beyond traditional religious 

confines, views the global stage as a viable field for religious engagement. The community has successfully 

maintained political influence in its battle between modernity and secularism (Etinger & Leon, 2018). This shift 

is evident as more ultra-Orthodox integrate into the military, workforce, and academic spheres, reflecting a 

gradual liberalization and Westernization within contemporary ultra-Orthodox society. Mischel (2024) explains 

the gradual shift by stating that the modern Orthodox community has experienced a robust religious revival over 

the last few decades. However, despite the gradual change, any discussion of integration must include the 

challenges and implications of the rapid growth of the ultra-Orthodox, especially concerning the nation’s 

democratic and liberal principles. The Haredi community is growing faster than the general population due to 

their higher birth rates. Pinchas-Mizrachi, Zalcman, and Shapiro (2021) explain that ultra-Orthodox Jews 

distinguish themselves from the rest of the Jewish population with lower socioeconomic status, higher fertility 

rates, and higher rates of young marriage. 

This demographic shift has significant societal and economic implications, given the distinct cultural and 

religious practices of the Haredi community. One of the critical issues highlighted is the low employment rate 

among Haredi men. Katzir and Perry-Hazan (2023) explain that this is often due to a cultural emphasis within 

many Haredi communities on religious study over secular employment, which can lead to economic challenges 

for the community and the broader society. Additionally, lower participation in the workforce implies potential 

economic strain due to increased dependency on state welfare and a smaller tax base. 
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The burgeoning Haredi population poses profound challenges to the democratic and liberal underpinnings 

of the nation. With a higher natural growth rate than the broader population, the ultra-Orthodox community 

exhibits a markedly lower employment rate among its men (Perelman & Goldberg, 2024). Leon (2024) argues 

that the anticipated demographic shift, in which Haredi citizens are projected to comprise 25% of the population 

and a third of the Jewish population within the next two decades, must significantly transform the nation’s 

socioeconomic structure. He argues that the lack of integration into the broader labor market threatens to disrupt 

Israel’s modern way of life and raises concerns about the country’s future direction. Noeske et al. (2024) suggest 

that Israel can effectively address these complexities by promoting integration, embracing various perspectives, 

and encouraging open dialogue. They maintain that the extent to which Israel can reconcile its religious and 

secular dimensions will critically shape its enduring identity as a democratic and inclusive refuge for the Jewish 

people. This approach aims to bridge gaps between different segments of society, ensuring that all groups can 

contribute to and benefit from the nation’s social, economic, and political life. 

Ideology and Identity 

Religion plays a significant role in politics due to the presence of religious parties and the deep-seated 

religious beliefs of many citizens. Orthodox Judaism holds considerable sway in society and politics, particularly 

in matters of personal status such as marriage, divorce, and conversion. Fisher (2016) explains that the Orthodox 

Chief Rabbinate wields authority in these areas, sometimes limiting the rights and recognition of non-Orthodox 

Jewish denominations, while attempts to promote greater religious pluralism, such as recognizing non-Orthodox 

Jewish denominations or expanding civil marriage options, have faced resistance from Orthodox authorities and 

political parties. The social complexity results from protecting religious freedom since the legal system allows 

the Orthodox Jewish Rabbinate to maintain authority over many aspects of family law, particularly marriage, 

divorce, and personal status matters for Jewish citizens. This arrangement stems from historical and religious 

considerations, as Orthodox Judaism significantly influences society and politics. The law gives provision for the 

absence of civil marriage. Instead, Jewish citizens must marry according to Orthodox Jewish religious law 

administered by the Rabbinate. This requirement challenges individuals who do not adhere to Orthodox Jewish 

practices or belong to non-recognized Jewish denominations, such as Reform or Conservative Judaism (Galnoor, 

2023). 

The divide between secular and religious communities manifests in social tensions, protests, and conflicts 

over public space and cultural norms. Nevertheless, the influence of ultra-Orthodox parties in coalition 

governments often hinders the implementation of secular policies, leading to political friction and instability 

(Rose, 2021). Secular Jews constitute a significant portion of the population. Their position is characterized by a 

strong advocacy for the separation of religion and state, support for civil liberties, and a desire for a more inclusive 

and pluralistic society. However, secular Jews find themselves in tension with religious groups, particularly the 

ultra-Orthodox and national-religious communities, over various social, legal, and political issues. 

Secular Jews advocate for the establishment of civil marriage and divorce, opposing the monopoly of the 

Orthodox Rabbinate over personal status issues. They support the operation of public transportation on the 

Sabbath and Jewish holidays, challenging the religious restrictions that currently limit such services (Goldstein, 

2022). There is strong support for a secular education system emphasizing science, technology, and liberal arts 

rather than religious studies. Secular Jews support mandatory military service for all citizens, including ultra-
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Orthodox Jews, opposing the exemptions currently granted to yeshiva students. They emphasize the need for 

greater integration of the ultra-Orthodox community into the workforce and broader society, addressing economic 

disparities and promoting social cohesion (Miller, 2014). 

The complex relationship between religion and politics was one of the reasons Israel’s founding fathers 

chose not to create a constitution and instead developed “the status quo” agreement between secular and orthodox 

Jews, with religious parties becoming increasingly influential in Israeli politics (Goldstein, 2022). However, the 

ultra-Orthodox continued to focus on issues like safeguarding its educational system, securing resources, 

obtaining housing, and shaping the identity of public spaces. Conflicts between this community and secular 

parties revolve around military service requirements for its young men, Sabbath observance in public areas, and 

the openness of its educational system (Rabinovich, 2018). 

The approach to religion and state reflects a delicate balance between protecting religious freedom and 

accommodating the influence of religious institutions, particularly Orthodox Judaism. This unique structure 

acknowledges religion’s significance while raising questions and challenges regarding the rights of individuals 

who do not adhere to the dominant religious authority. Israel’s Basic Laws serve as a foundational legal 

framework for the state, functioning somewhat akin to a constitution. This persistence of the spiritual status quo 

exemplifies the ideological conflict between the secular majority and the ultra-Orthodox minority regarding the 

role of religion in society, highlighting the decision to maintain a comprehensive political compromise rather 

than making a definitive choice. 

This compromise is necessary as society is deeply divided along secular and religious lines, with conflicts 

arising over state funding for religious institutions, the extent of religious authorities’ involvement in public life, 

and the enforcement of religious laws (Lehmann, 2012). Since Israel’s inception, religious parties have wielded 

considerable influence, advocating for legislation aligned with Orthodox Jewish values and often holding the 

balance of power in the proportional representation system. The ideological landscape demonstrates a deep-

seated division, particularly regarding religious issues. These divisions, far from being a source of discord, 

continue to shape policy debates and political dynamics, adding a layer of complexity to Israel’s political 

landscape. These ideological considerations intersect with historical, cultural, and geopolitical factors, further 

defining the intricate nature of Israel’s politics (Fox, Eisenstein, & Breslawski, 2024). Ben-Porat (2013) argues 

that religion remains instrumental to the national discourse, although ethnic groups hold different perceptions of 

religion and attach importance to religious rituals. Lehmann (2012) explains that the political struggle leads to 

ultra-Orthodox observance and criteria of belonging, even though that is a minority strand in the country. This 

leads to the conclusion that the lack of a political definition of Jewishness in a state premised precisely on the 

notion that Jewishness is a matter of political identity. 

Dialogue and Negotiation 

Religion influences political activities. Desai (2024) explains that the standard definition of democracy as a 

system of governance by the people, for the people, and of the people has become a contentious issue in Israel, 

with ongoing debates about its true meaning due to the societal will to create an inclusive political system that 

integrates all Jewish groups from diverse backgrounds into a cohesive cultural and political society. While the 

establishment of Orthodox Judaism is achieved through laws, regulations, and administrative power, liberal 

values, which are only partially enshrined in law, are primarily defended and articulated by the Supreme Court. 
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Stopler (2013) argues that, unlike countries where religion and state are separate, Israel requires a more activist 

approach, termed “egalitarian pluralism”, due to its solid religious establishment. She explains that this approach 

is essential to maintaining Israel’s dual commitment to being both a Jewish and Democratic state. 

The deep ideological rifts between secular and religious communities and the significant influence of 

religious parties on politics and policy present opportunities for dialogue and negotiation to bridge divides and 

foster a more cohesive society. Despite ideological differences, secular and religious communities share values 

and concerns, such as national security, economic prosperity, and social welfare (Ram, 2008), and promoting 

interfaith dialogue through initiatives that bring together leaders and members of different religious 

communities can help reduce tensions and build trust. Such initiatives can focus on reforming the education 

system to include curricula emphasizing mutual respect, tolerance, and the importance of diversity, which can 

foster a new generation more open to dialogue and negotiation. Educational programs can also include teachings 

on the histories and cultures of different communities within Israel (Katzir & Perry-Hazan, 2023). Likewise, 

engaging in dialogue about potential legal and constitutional reforms that respect religious traditions and 

democratic principles can help address contentious issues. For instance, discussions on civil marriage, military 

service, and the role of religious courts can lead to negotiated compromises that respect diverse viewpoints 

(Miller, 2014). 

Successful dialogue and negotiation can lead to greater social cohesion, reducing divisions, fostering unity 

among Israel’s diverse population, and strengthening the nation’s resilience and stability. The research 

advocates that while the ideological rifts and influence of religious parties present significant challenges, they 

also create opportunities for dialogue and negotiation in Israel. By focusing on shared values, inclusive policy-

making, and educational reforms and leveraging the dynamics of coalition governments, Israel can foster a 

culture of dialogue that bridges divides and promotes social cohesion. Despite the obstacles, successful dialogue 

and negotiation can lead to more balanced policies, enhanced social unity, and a more robust democratic 

foundation (Saleem, 2023). 

Israel is home to a diverse array of religious communities, including Jews, Muslims, Christians, Druze, and 

others. Each community has its religious institutions, practices, and traditions (Ben Ami, 2018). The state 

officially recognizes several religious communities and supports their religious institutions. However, within 

Judaism itself, there are opposite streams of Orthodox and Conservative, although Orthodox Judaism holds 

significant influence in society and politics, particularly marriage, divorce, and conversion (Sharabi, 2014). The 

Orthodox Chief Rabbinate has authority over these areas, which limits the rights and recognition of non-Orthodox 

Jewish denominations. 

This unique approach reflects a delicate balance between protecting religious freedom and accommodating 

the influence of religious institutions, particularly Orthodox Judaism, in some regions of law and governance. 

The Basic Laws are a foundational legal framework, establishing the country as a Jewish and democratic state. 

This dual identity underscores historical and cultural significance while upholding principles of equality and 

pluralism (Ettinger & Leon, 2018). Nevertheless, this complicated social structure raises whether genuine 

religious pluralism is complex and subject to various interpretations and challenges. This issue is crucial to 

understanding the multiplex structure of society. While Israel has religious pluralism to some degree, it is a 

complex and contested issue that continues to shape Israeli politics, culture, and identity (Altemeyer & 

Hunsberger, 2004). 
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Ultra-Orthodox parties concentrate on sector-specific issues and show little interest in broader political 

matters, yet they maintain considerable political influence, consistently featuring in nearly every government 

coalition. Their strategic deployment of this power affects legislation concerning religious affairs, state issues, 

and budget allocations. As a result, it can be concluded that any attempt to alter the established religious laws 

would encounter significant obstacles, and indeed, legislative attempts to reduce the power of smaller parties 

have failed due to the sensitive nature of religion-state relations. 

Conclusion 

This analysis reveals the complex interplay of religion, politics, and society in Israel, revealing the intricate 

dynamics between secular and religious ideologies. The study explores the deep ideological rift between secular 

and religious communities, a divide that profoundly impacts political stability and policymaking. This division 

often leads to political crises and reshuffling, characterized by unstable coalition governments. Grounded in the 

state’s spiritual ideology divisions, with significant Orthodox influence shaping policy on education, family law, 

and cultural affairs, the research underscores the profound influence of religious parties on Israeli politics, 

significantly shaping the country’s policies and ideological direction. 

The dynamic interaction between politics and religion, influenced by external factors such as security threats 

and diplomatic challenges, shapes Israeli politics. Religious parties advocate for policies that align with their 

interpretation of Jewish religious law, thereby impacting the role of religion in public policy. The influence of 

religious politics has led to a discernible shift toward greater religious orthodoxy in public life, driven by the 

political power of religious parties that prioritize religious values above secular democratic principles. The state’s 

endorsement of religious education and other religious institutions underscores the pivotal role of religion in 

shaping public policy and societal norms across the country. 

The analysis reveals that the interplay of religion, politics, and society results in significant political 

instability, primarily shaped by the profound influence of religious parties. The prioritization of religious values 

in public policy and the dynamic interaction between religious and political spheres ensure that religion remains 

dominant in shaping societal norms and governance. This complex relationship underscores the ongoing 

challenges in balancing religious orthodoxy with secular democratic principles, posing difficulties and 

implications for the stability and cohesion of Israeli society. The urgency and complexity of this task cannot be 

overstated, as it is crucial for the future of Israeli politics and religious dynamics. 

The paper explores the impact of religious pluralism on governance and society, which plays a significant 

role in shaping Israel’s governance and societal cohesion. It argues that Israel can promote inclusivity, stability, 

and harmony by integrating diverse religious perspectives into the political and social fabric. However, achieving 

this requires overcoming significant challenges, including the dominance of Orthodox Judaism and resistance to 

policy changes, while integrating religious pluralism presents significant challenges. The dominance of Orthodox 

perspectives often marginalizes other religious groups and secular viewpoints, leading to social tensions. Efforts 

to promote religious pluralism may face resistance from established religious institutions and political entities 

that benefit from the status quo. This resistance is evident in debates over civil marriage and the recognition of 

non-Orthodox conversions, highlighting the challenge of fostering genuine religious pluralism. 

A critical obstacle results from the connection between political instability and religious influence. The 

presence of religious parties in the Knesset ensures that religious perspectives are represented in legislative 

processes, extending their influence to critical areas such as family law, education, and public holidays. This 
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influence has led to a discernible shift toward greater religious orthodoxy in public life, underscoring the critical 

role of religion in shaping public policy and societal norms. 

External influences, including security threats and diplomatic challenges, significantly impact Israeli politics. 

These international dynamics compel Israeli leaders to balance national security with ideological principles, 

shaping the nation’s identity and political landscape. Despite ideological differences, however, secular and 

religious communities share values and concerns, such as national security, economic prosperity, and social 

welfare. Promoting interfaith dialogue and discussing potential legal and constitutional reforms can help bridge 

divides and foster a more cohesive society. By focusing on shared values, inclusive policymaking, and 

educational reforms, Israel can foster a culture of dialogue that bridges divides and promotes social cohesion. 

Currently, the ultra-Orthodox community’s rapid growth challenges Israel’s democratic and liberal 

foundations. Integrating the ultra-Orthodox into broader Israeli society requires addressing their limited army 

service and low employment rates. Nevertheless, this integration is essential for the nation’s economic and social 

stability, necessitating efforts to balance traditional values with modern societal demands. 

The analysis suggests that this reconciliation requires navigating complex internal dynamics and external 

pressures, including security concerns and international relationships. The evolving ideological landscape, 

influenced by changing societal values and external geopolitical factors, shapes Israel’s political and social 

trajectory. It is recommended that through continued dialogue, legal reforms, and inclusive policymaking, Israel 

can work towards a society where religious diversity is respected and celebrated, contributing to the overall 

cohesion and stability of the nation. The state’s endorsement of religious education and the integration of religious 

institutions into public life reflect the critical role of religion in shaping societal norms. This integration should 

ensure that religious principles are deeply embedded in the national consciousness and that religious values 

heavily influence societal norms. 
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