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Interactive Teaching Model in the Comprehensive Japanese
Class—Case Study of the Practical Teaching of Causative and

Obliged Forms in Japanese Verbs
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University of Shanghai for Science and Technology, Shanghai, China

The Teaching Model of Comprehensive Japanese Class, which has been continuously explored by many lecturers,
can effectively motivate the students in their learning, enhance their overall comprehension, and eventually enables
them to interact in Japanese fluently. This paper takes the practical teaching of causative and obliged forms as the
case study to explore an Interactive Teaching Model in the Comprehensive Japanese Class. It has been proven that
the application of an Interactive Teaching Model can encourage students to take more initiatives in their own learning

and give out significantly better academic performances.
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Concept, Implications, and the Theoretical Basis for the Interactive Teaching Model

Constructivism, an educational psychology theory first proposed by the Swiss Psychologist Piaget, after 40
years of research and observation of children behaviors and cognitions, is built upon the learning models of
children. Piaget has pointed out children have generally developed their own cognition system towards the
outside world to improve their self-awareness during their mutual interactions with the surrounding environment
(Wang, 2018). After the establishment of the Constructivism, many researchers have investigated different
dimensions, such as the necessity of individual subjectivity in the Constructivism structure, the effect of external
environment on individual psychological development, and the characteristics of learning models, etc. Through
these research, the core concept and implication of the Constructivism has been greatly expanded (Chen, 2016).

There are basically three rules within the Constructivism: Firstly, learning should be a process of
communication and cooperation, and therefore interaction is the key in the learning process; secondly, individuals
have their own unique ways to construct their cognitions; and lastly, individuals absorb knowledge based on their
subjectivity. The learning activity guided by Constructivism treats students as the subject, values the process, and
emphasizes the application of “Cooperative Learning” in learning.

The Interactive Teaching Model is therefore proposed by scholars based upon Constructivism. The
Interactive Teaching Model requires a mutually equal communication and an adaptive teaching environment.
The model can bring different opinions together, triggering individual subjectivity and students’ motivations to
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explore (Xia, 2018). The purpose of this model is to improve the academic teaching and learning performance as
well. To better realize this goal in practice, lecturers should value more about the teacher-student interaction and
lighten the in-class atmosphere.

Interactive Teaching Model of the Causative and Obliged Forms in Japanese Verbs

The Causative and Obliged Forms in Japanese Verbs is a key part, as well as a hard part in Japanese learning
for Chinese students. Therefore, it is undoubtably a challenge for the lecturers to effectively introduce this concept
in a Comprehensive Japanese Class. This paper offers a step-by-step way of Interactive Teaching Model in
practice to discuss the teaching method of the Causative and Obliged Forms in Japanese Verbs. To start with, the
introduction should use typical sentence forms involving the Causative and Obliged Forms as examples; then,
the lecturer should summarize and synthesize the grammar feature within these sentences; and lastly, the lecturer
will need to utilize multimedia as PowerPoint Slides and short videos to disclose the course materials.

Reading Loud to Obtain the Primary Impression of the Concept

Ve SN = =32 R VI s o 3 O
The teacher asked the student to stand up.
A FECREHU SR EL

The teacher asked the student to open the window.
FREEAECEEHUSEsNEL 12,

The student was asked to open the window by the teacher.
blzlLiX®sETL LI,

Let me do it.

Summary and Synthetization of the Grammar Feature

The Causative Form usually indicates the subject “asks” someone to do something. For instance, in the case
of ARG MEIC X 7 > — &ML & L /2/The president asked the secretary to call a taxi”, the Causative
Form is used when the superiority is presented, and means the superior gives out instructions or orders to the
inferior to complete certain task. In this case, “FFid’ € & L 72/Ask someone to call” is the Causative Form.

However, the Causative Form has more implications, and can also express the care and recognition from the
superior to the inferior, as is in the case of “BHtS A L TEIC E 7 / % E b€ T &£ 9 /Mother asked her
child learn to play the piano”.

On the other hand, the Causative Formin“lLH S A&, WO LB L AW EEZFE > T, AALEE
b+t % A T 3 /Yamada-san always says funny things and makes everyone laugh” indicates “trigger/result from”.
Typical examples like this include “LECS ¢ 2. Wo € 2. &5+ 5. B %/Concern..., Confuse...,
Anger..., Make...Cry”.

It is important to point out that the Causative Form is used to give out orders and instructions from the
superiority, and therefore it might not often be used in daily communication. As a result, it turns out to be more
practical to keep in mind another implication of the Causative Form to express wishes from the conductor of the
behavior, as is in the example of “~ & & T < 72 & «»/Let me do it”.
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The Obliged Form, on the other hand, usually means the obliged individual is “asked” to do something. To
be more specific, the Obliged Form in “& & L 2 K Hl 2 X & ¥ 541 & L 72/l was asked to eat a dish that |
don’t like” is expressed by the inferior towards the orders received from the superior. Additionally, the Obliged
Form can also be used to express unwillingness, such as “Jpi Pt T 3R [H & {5772 & #1 & L 72/1 was asked to wait
for 3 hours at the hospital”.

Multimedia in Practice

Introduction of the Intransitive Verb Causative Sentence

This section effectively demonstrates the importance of the teacher-student interaction in class. It is crucial
to engage student to actively participate in the conversation and cooperation.

Example 1:

Teacher: (Xiao Wang standsup) £ & A o5 T. & H. HEEMEFTOE L b,

Xiao Wang, stand up. Well, what did the teacher say?

Student: £S A o To

Xiao Wang, stand up.

Teacher: Z 9 T4 4., LSAEEIL FL f2d,

Let’s see. What did Xiao Wang do?

Student: £ AWLH &L 12,

Xiao Wang stood up.

Teacher: 2 9 Cdh. EEIFVWELL. [ESA. o T] ESAGMNBEL . HEGES
LWEIMIZEEL I,

That’s right. The teacher said “Xiao Wang, stand up” and Xiao Wang stood up. The teacher asked Xiao
Wang to stand up. (Utilize the Slides and have the student read out loud)

Student: JeEld ES A&z &L 12,

The teacher asked Xiao Wang to stand up.

Teacher: &,

Yes. (Point at the Causative Sentence)

INEMBEOLEFTET,

This is called a Causative Sentence.

(Pointat .7z ¥ & L 2) ChEMAILE L & T,

This is called a Causative Form.

SAERESA@®NEEELE,
The teacher asked Xiao Wang to stand up.

Students should also be reminded that, in the Causative Form where the predicate is the intransitive verb,
the subject of the Causative Form is expressed using “(& ”, and the subject of the Obliged Form is expressed using
“%”. Furthermore, variations of this kind of change of forms can be introduced in class. For example, the teacher
can give out sentences like “Z= & A . S D § ~\ 2K T /Xiao Li, come to the front of the blackboard”, “# & A «
FaF ¥~ 12 & > T/Xiao Chen, sit on the chair”, and ask students to change them into “Jc42 14 = & A & BAR O HT
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AR & 4 £ L /2/The teacher asked Xiao Li to come to the front of the blackboard”, “JaE & [ & A = BT (2
JE & & & L 72/The teacher asked Xiao Chen to sit on the chair”.

Introduction of the Transitive Verb Causative Sentence

This section also highlights the mutual communication and interaction between the teacher and students.

Example 2:

Teacher: (Ask Xiao Zhang to open the window) SRS A BB CT. &b, KR MEFVEL 12
o

Xiao Zhang, open the window. Well, what did the teacher say?

Student: RS A B&FJ T,

Xiao Zhang, open the window.

Teacher: Z 9 CTdh. RSAFEIL &L 22,

Let’s see, what did Xiao Zhang do?

Student: IRS A BEBT £ L 2.

Xiao Zhang opened the window.

Teacher: Z ) Cdh. A F &L, [IRSA. BEHU T, | RSAGEERUT L 720
FHEGRSACEEHAISEEL 2.

Let’s see. The teacher said “Xiao Zhang, open the window” and Xiao Zhang opened the window. The teacher
asked Xiao Zhang to open the window. (Utilize the Slides and have the student read out loud)

Student: e IRS A WCEEZHISELL 2,

The teacher asked Xiao Zhang to open the window.

Teacher: & vy,

Yes. (Point at the Causative Sentence)

INE[FROLEFVE T,

This is called a Causative Sentence.

(Pointat B S ¢ &L 7)) ChaEREE VL E T,

This is called a Causative Form.

SaRESA@OE®BETSEELE.

The teacher asked Xiao Zhang to open the window.

Students should also be reminded that, in the Causative Form where the predicate is the Transitive Verb, the
subject of the Causative Form is expressed using “{& ”, and the subject of the Obliged Form is expressed using
“{Z”. Furthermore, variations of this kind of change of forms can be introduced in class. For example, the teacher
can give out sentences like “JAEid T & A W F % FH € £ L /2/The teacher asked Xiao Ding to write
Chinese characters”, “f% (2 (£ K —)L # /N[El & THEUS & ¥ & L /2/1 asked him to throw the ball six times”, “f-
fitic BILDOFZE 5% S b £ L 72/l asked my child to say thank you”.

Introduction of the Obliged Sentence
The Obliged Form is expressed as “ffi#X3z (f &> in Japanese, and is usually used to indicate that the

Obliged individual is “asked” by someone to do something.
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The PowerPoint Slide should include an illustration or a video showing, for example, the manager giving
instructions to the employees.

Example 3:

Teacher: AR TT L. W FOMSALTF > T & . [HHATHCSHEAKRTS S]] . &b,
DL TCEEL & D,

The manager told Xiao Lin. (Tone of giving the order) “Please come to the office at 7 o’clock tomorrow”.
Well. Try to use the Causative Sentence.

Student: FRRIE S A ZHIHTRHIC A RS & 7

The manager asked Xiao Lin to come to the office at 7 o’clock tomorrow.

Teacher: Z ) TdHh. KA EIL ETh. EALKEED T H.

Well. What will Xiao Lin do? How do Xiao Lin feel?

Student: kS A F B HTERICSHARE §. BWRLXFFT T,

Xiao Lin will come to the office at 7 o’clock tomorrow. Xiao Lin would feel obliged to do something.

Teacher: 95 T¥. ZDH. [MMSAGRRERC. HHTH S~ ARksgsn 4] EF0 &7,

Right. At that moment, we will say, “Xiao Lin is asked to come to the office at 7 o’clock tomorrow”. (Utilize
the Slides and have the student read out loud)

Student: k& AR BHHTIRFIC SRS E o £ 7,

Xiao Lin is asked to come to the office at 7 o’clock tomorrow by the manager.

Teacher: & 1y,

Well.

(Point at the Obliged Sentence.) C M #FXZ T HD L EF WV £ ¥,

This is called an Obliged Sentence.

(Pointat SRS ¥ sh &¥) ChEHFEZIFLESTV T,

This is called an Obliged Form.

MEQ@MAESAG@PR TSRS EET,

The manager asked Xiao Lin to come to the office at 7 o’clock
tomorrow.

HEA@BREQ@WA 7HCAE~ kST bR E T,

Xiao Lin is asked to come to the office at 7 o’clock tomorrow by the
manager.

Students should be encouraged to apply similar sentences like “Tfltid ZR 60> T &6, WO
58 S ¥ 5 M & L 72/The child was always asked to study when he came home from school”, “FA (& &5 D 1%
T, WO L RBi%E b S % A T3/l am always asked to wash the bowls after meals”.

Introduction of the “~ & & T £ 72 & \»/Let Me Do It” Sentence

The PowerPoint Slide should include an illustration or a video showing the situation of singing karaoke.

Example 4:

Teacher: ILHS AT EH D C N ELDT, SHOKFEL A FA 7 WITEE LI, THKE
WA 7 &F>T,. FoefioTu0dd. HHSAGFE->-TOET., COWE. IHHSA LRV
EH-oTwET. 20K, ILHSARBMTE TV &5
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Yamada-san likes to sing, so he went to karaoke with his company friends. However, his friend was holding
the microphone and singing all the time. Yamada-san was in trouble. Next time, Yamada-san would like to sing
as well. What would Yamada-san say then?

Student: (Discussing) FA & &y & o ceeeen FAb IR T T,

I want to sing...l want to sing as well.

Teacher: Z 9 CTdHh. COK. CORIE. RCHbE TSI, EF0ET,

Let’s see. He would probably say “Let me sing as well next time”. (Utilize the Slides and have the student
read out loud)

Student: FAZ#Hib# T L 28 Ly,

Let me sing.

Teacher: C K, INHS AT /0D TT, ZLTHATHET. TOR.,. COFRE[H-TH
WE g,

At that moment, Yamada-san wanted to sing as well and shall ask his friends to let him do so. We would
use this form in such cases.

PIL@ S b T EE,

Let me sing.

Students should be encouraged to apply similar sentences like “®& &% % ff > & T < 72 & \»/Please let me
use the phone”, “BH HAK & ¢ Ty 72721 £ & A 7 /Could you let me rest tomorrow” for better mastery over
“~SH T2 /Letmedoit”.

Finally, it is worth to point it out that the multimedia course materials discussed above are not unique, and
students need to be exposed to more variations.

Reflection

This paper takes the practical teaching of the Causative and Obliged Forms in Japanese Verbs as the case
study, and investigates different scenarios of the Interactive Teaching Model in the Comprehensive Japanese
Class. It has been proven that the Interactive Teaching Model has outperformed the conventional teaching method,
which focuses on the single-direction injection of knowledge. The Interactive Teaching Model encourages
students to take their initiatives in learning and therefore gives out better academic performances. In the 2020
National Japanese Major Examination Level 4, the author’s class of Japanese majors (sophomores) achieved very
good results. The one-time pass rate is as high as 80%, 32.59% higher than the national average pass rate (47.41%)
in that year.

Practice makes perfect, which is especially true in language learning. Therefore, the teacher is supposed to
cultivate students’ ability to communicate in a student-centered class, where students can practice with each other
or with the teacher. Confucius, an ancient Chinese educator, once said that teaching and learning benefit each
other. Without the interaction between teachers and students, it is difficult to achieve the mutual promotion and
development of teaching and learning. On the other hand, it is far from enough for the teacher to solely have solid
professional background and experiences. The teacher will need to study the teaching method and improve them
in practice. One can only yield a better teaching performance with the active learning atmosphere and a flexible
teaching model.
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