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In contemporary society, film, as a significant form of cultural expression, bears profound ideological connotations 

and cultural significance. Religious films, as a distinct genre, serve as crucial avenues for humanity to explore and 

contemplate religious beliefs, moral concepts, and the essence of existence. Plato’s philosophy, as a significant pillar 

of Western thought, exerted profound influence on the conception and depiction of religious films. This thesis aims 

to examine Plato’s philosophical impact on religious cinema, elucidating its significance and value via comprehensive 

analysis of his ideas and their manifestation in religious films. Platonic ideas transcend the realm of emotions, inciting 

moral conflicts and dilemmas in religious films, thereby probing the dynamics between good and evil, justice and 

injustice. Plato’s political concepts offer profound sociopolitical reflections within religious films, stimulating 

discourse on matters like authority, governance, and liberty. Additionally, it catalyzed inquiries into aesthetics and 

emotions. Plato’s appreciation and pursuit of beauty resonate extensively in religious films, guiding viewers into a 

transcendent aesthetic realm through depictions of beauty and emotion. This holds immense theoretical and practical 

significance in deepening individuals’ comprehension of Plato’s philosophy, fostering cultural exchange and 

discourse, and augmenting the artistic merit and societal impact of religious films. 
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A World of Ideas Beyond the Emotional World  

Plato believed that everything in the emotional world is relative and unstable, and that true truth and 

perfection exist in an ideological world beyond the emotional world. This world of ideas transcends time and 

space, is not limited by sensory experience and individual subjective consciousness, and is an absolute, 

unchanging existence. Plato’s ideas provide a framework for thinking beyond the material world. In this world 

of ideas, there are universal concepts and forms, such as beauty, goodness, truth, etc., that transcend individual 

and individual experiences. Plato’s ideas provide a way of thinking beyond the emotional world, revealing the 

existence of truth and perfection beyond the material world, and providing important inspiration and guidance 

for people to explore and understand the spiritual world. 

Religious films show their communication and connection with the gods and the universe by portraying the 

spiritual experiences of the characters. These spiritual experiences may include prayer, meditation, religious 

rituals, and so on, through which the characters can feel presence and power beyond the physical world and gain 

inner peace and satisfaction. Religious films reveal their deep thinking about the universe, life, and the meaning 

of life by exploring the transcendental thinking of characters. These reflections may involve reflections on 

philosophical issues such as meaning, good and evil, life and death, as well as discussions of faith, morality, and 
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ethics. Through these reflections, the characters are not only able to transcend the limitations of individual life, 

but also to touch the broader dimensions of the universe and the human spiritual world. Finally, religious films 

also show the characters’ faith and religious experience, their pursuit of transcendence and longing for existence. 

This pursuit and longing may be based on a belief in God, the universe, or the meaning of life, or on a quest for 

truth and perfection. In either form, this pursuit and longing embody the endless desire and exploration of human 

beings for transcendent existence. Exploration and pursuit not only resonate and move deeply in the film, but 

also inspire the audience to think and reflect on the meaning of life and the mysteries of the universe. 

Moral Conflict and Struggle 

The discussion of human nature’s good and evil is an important topic in philosophy, ethics, and social 

science. This question concerns an understanding of the nature and code of conduct of human nature, as well as 

the formation and shaping of moral values and ethical norms. The discussion of human nature’s good and evil by 

moral concept reflects people’s cognition of the nature and characteristics of human nature. Some theories hold 

that human nature is inherently good, that is, people are born with positive qualities such as kindness, tolerance, 

and compassion, while evil deeds are the result of external circumstances or social conditions. On the contrary, 

other theories suggest that human nature is inherently evil, that is, people are born with negative tendencies such 

as selfishness, greed, and violence, and need moral education and social constraints to control. Secondly, the 

discussion of moral concepts about human nature’s good and evil also involves the understanding and formulation 

of moral norms and values. Based on the different cognition of the nature of human nature, people put forward 

different moral norms and norms of behavior. Some moral concepts emphasize positive qualities and behaviors 

such as kindness, charity, and justice, and encourage people to pursue noble moral goals. Others emphasize moral 

responsibility, self-discipline, moral choice, and so on, hoping to curb human evil by restraining and regulating 

people’s behavior. The discussion of moral concept on the good and evil of human nature also reflects the concern 

of human society for moral education and moral cultivation. It is recognized that moral development and 

behavioral performance of individuals can be influenced and guided through moral education and socialization 

processes. Therefore, some moral concepts emphasize the importance of moral education and advocate the 

development of good moral characteristics and behavior habits to improve the moral level and civilization of 

society. 

Religious films often deal with the theme of moral choices and consequences of actions, showing people’s 

choices in moral dilemmas and the consequences of their choices through plot and characterization. This 

discussion reflects people’s thinking about moral values and norms of behavior, and also reflects the inner 

struggle and growth experienced by individuals in the face of moral choices. Religious films show the challenges 

and choices faced by individuals in moral dilemmas by showing the moral choices faced by the characters. In 

these films, characters are often confronted with moral conflicts and moral choices that require a choice between 

different moral codes and values. These choices may involve life and death, truth and hypocrisy, good and evil, 

and require characters to make difficult decisions in difficult situations. Religious films explore the impact and 

meaning of behavior and decision-making by showing the consequences of moral choices. Different choices often 

lead to different consequences and outcomes, and some may bring benefits and happiness, while others may bring 

pain and suffering. By showing these consequences, the film reflects the importance and impact of moral action, 

reminding people to think carefully and not act rashly in the face of moral choices. Religious films reveal the 

significance of moral behavior to individual growth and inner awakening by showing the growth and 
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transformation of characters in the process of moral choice. In the face of moral dilemmas and choices, characters 

often experience inner struggles and contradictions, and through this process, they gradually realize the 

importance and value of morality, and grow into more mature and strong individuals. 

In religious films, Plato’s thought reveals its unique philosophical perspective by deeply exploring the 

relationship between good and evil, justice and evil. Plato’s thought emphasizes the importance of reason and 

virtue, arguing that human good and evil are closely related to their pursuit of truth and moral choice. Intrinsic 

conflict between good and evil: Plato believes that there is a conflict between the forces of reason and desire in 

human beings. In religious films, the protagonists are often confronted with moral choices and struggles of 

conscience, and their hearts are often haunted by conflicts between good and evil. Through thinking about the 

conflict between reason and desire in Plato’s ideal country, the film characters not only experience inner struggles 

and contradictions, but also show the complexity and diversity of human nature. Confrontation between justice 

and evil: Plato believed that justice is the manifestation of reason and virtue, and that evil is the result of reason 

being blinded by desire. In religious films, the protagonist often represents the power of justice and good, while 

the villain represents the power of evil and corruption. By reflecting on the confrontation between justice and 

evil in Plato’s ideal country, the characters in the film show their commitment to truth and morality in the struggle 

against evil, and finally achieve the victory of justice. Social reflection of good and evil: Plato believed that social 

justice and order are based on individual rationality and virtue, while social corruption and evil stem from 

individual greed and desire. In religious films, society is often portrayed as a battleground between justice and 

evil, and the protagonist often needs to pursue justice and goodness through changes and innovations in society. 

Through reflecting on the relationship between social order and individual virtue in Plato’s ideal country, the 

film characters show their longing and pursuit of ideal society in the face of social injustice and corruption. 

Political Institutions and Social Order 

Plato’s ideas are often reflected in the discussion of political institutions and social order in religious films. 

Plato was an ancient Greek philosopher whose political theory was called the “ideal state”, which contained his 

unique insights into the political system and social order. These ideas are often quoted and used in religious films 

to discuss issues such as justice, power, and order in society. Plato’s ideas reflected the pursuit of an ideal political 

system in religious films. In Plato’s ideal country, he put forward philosophy politics led by philosophy monarchs, 

and advocated governing the country through wisdom and virtue, and achieving social harmony and justice. In 

religious films, this political philosophy is often used to call for the establishment of an ideal social order to 

achieve social reform and progress through the pursuit of morality and ethics. Plato’s ideas reflected criticism of 

the real political system in religious films. Plato was critical of democracy, arguing that democracy could easily 

lead to abuse of power and social chaos, and advocated the establishment of authoritarian governments led by 

wise and wise rulers. In religious films, this critique of the real political system is often used to shed light on 

corruption and injustice in society, calling on people to change the status quo through the power of faith and 

morality. Plato’s thought reflects on social order and personal responsibility in religious films. Plato believed that 

the moral character and choice of behavior of the individual were essential to the stability and order of society, 

emphasizing the responsibilities and obligations of the individual. In religious films, this idea is often used to 

emphasize the importance of the individual in moral choices and to call for the choice of justice and goodness 

through faith and conscience, thus creating a more just and harmonious social order. 
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Conflict Between Social Order and Individual Freedom 

The conflict between social order and individual freedom is often discussed in religious films, which is a 

complex and profound topic, involving the intersection of individual and society, faith and power, morality and 

law. Religious films usually show the conflict between social order and individual freedom through plot and 

characterization. In some religious societies, particular religions or dogmas are often seen as cornerstones of 

social order, and individual beliefs and behaviors may conflict with social norms. Such conflicts may take the 

form of individuals being restricted and punished by the social system for their pursuit of religious beliefs, or 

individuals being oppressed and persecuted by social power for their pursuit of freedom. Religious films reflect 

the moral dilemmas and value choices between social order and individual freedom. In the face of moral and 

legal conflicts, characters are often faced with difficult choices that require the preservation of individual freedom 

and dignity while also taking into account the stability of social order and harmony. This moral dilemma often 

involves individual beliefs and conscience, as well as an understanding of justice and good and evil, through 

which religious films evoke reflection and reflection on morality and law. Religious films show the complexity 

and multidimensional nature of human nature by reflecting the conflict between social order and individual 

freedom. In the real world, social order and individual freedom are often mutually restrictive and balanced, and 

people need to find a balance between maintaining social order and individual freedom. By showing this conflict 

and struggle, religious films reveal the contradictions and struggles within human beings, calling for people to 

solve social problems through rational and moral power and achieve harmonious coexistence between individuals 

and society. 

Reflections on Power and Freedom 

Plato’s political ideas provide a profound ideological basis for reflection on power and freedom in religious 

films. Plato put forward the ideal political system led by philosophical monarchs in his book The Ideal Kingdom, 

advocated the realization of social justice and order through philosopher rulers, and put forward a unique view 

on the relationship between power and freedom. Plato’s political philosophy reflected on the abuse of power and 

the limitations of freedom. In Plato’s ideal kingdom, the philosophical monarch, as a leader with both wisdom 

and virtue, governs the country through reason and wisdom to achieve harmony and justice in society. Democracy, 

by contrast, tends to lead to abuse of power and chaos of freedom, because democracy is often subject to the will 

of the majority and is susceptible to narrow interests and emotions, leading to social instability and chaos. Plato’s 

political philosophy reflected on the freedom and responsibility of the individual. In Plato’s ideal state, individual 

freedom does not mean unlimited action, but is based on respect for reason and virtue. Individuals should submit 

to the rule of philosophical monarchs in order to achieve harmonious coexistence between individuals and society. 

In religious films, this reflection on individual freedom and responsibility is often used to explore the challenges 

and choices people face in moral choices, calling for rationality and virtue to choose the right path for the 

harmonious coexistence of individuals and society. Plato’s political philosophy reflected on the relationship 

between power and wisdom. In Plato’s ideal kingdom, the philosophical monarch is not only the ruler, but also 

the embodiment of wisdom and virtue, through which he governs the country and realizes the justice and order 

of society. In religious films, this reflection on the relationship between power and intelligence is often used to 

explore the responsibilities and responsibilities of leaders, calling on leaders to lead society through wisdom and 

virtue. 
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The Presentation of Plato’s Ideas in Certain Religious Films 

The Truman Show, a 1998 American film co-written and directed by Peter Weir, unfolds in a fictional world, 

narrating the journey of Truman, a man living in what appears to be an idyllic neighborhood. However, every 

aspect of Truman’s existence is meticulously recorded in real-time by a live global television program, 

orchestrated by a group of producers who control his entire life, including his family, friends, work environment, 

and surroundings. When Truman begins to question the authenticity of his reality, he embarks on a quest to 

uncover the truth and break free from the confines of the fictional world. 

The film presents a stark dichotomy between social order and individual freedom. Although Truman’s 

environment initially appears flawless, it is, in fact, a controlled space manipulated by the producers. This 

artificial environment mirrors Plato’s allegorical cave, with Truman serving as a prisoner trapped within its 

confines. Truman yearns for liberation and endeavors to escape the artificial construct in search of genuine life 

experiences. This parallels Plato’s discourse on individual liberty and societal structure, advocating for a social 

order grounded in reverence for reason and virtue. Truman’s pursuit of emancipation embodies Plato’s notion of 

striving against constraints and embracing personal autonomy. 

Furthermore, the film delves into themes of moral decision-making and personal development, which 

resonate with Plato’s philosophical concepts. As Truman grapples with the revelation of his fabricated reality, he 

confronts profound moral dilemmas. He must decide whether to continue living within the illusion of perfection 

or to pursue authenticity and freedom, even at the cost of relinquishing comfort and familiarity. This pivotal 

choice reflects Plato’s emphasis on the significance of moral decision-making in fostering individual growth and 

societal harmony. According to Plato, the exercise of ethical judgment is fundamental to personal development, 

serving as the cornerstone of both individual maturation and social stability. 

In the religious film Les Miserables, the influence and role of Plato’s ideas are reflected in many aspects, 

especially in the discussion of social order, personal freedom, and moral choice. 

Questioning and criticizing social order: Les Miserables criticizes social injustice and exploitation in 19th-

century French society by showing inequality, unfair treatment, and humanitarian crises. Plato’s idealistic idea 

of governing society through wisdom and virtue echoes the question of social order and suggests that the real 

society needs reform and reconstruction. 

Conflict between individual freedom and social responsibility: The protagonists in the film often face a 

conflict between individual freedom and social responsibility. Plato believed that individual freedom should be 

based on respect for reason and virtue, and that individuals should submit to the rule of philosophical monarchs 

in order to achieve harmonious coexistence between individuals and society. While the characters in the film 

struggle for freedom and dignity, they also face moral and social responsibility choices. 

Discussion of moral choice and personal growth: Plato’s thought emphasizes the importance of moral choice 

for personal growth and social stability. The characters in Les Miserables often face difficult moral choices that 

affect not only their own destiny but the lives of those around them. Through the exploration of these moral 

choices, the film reveals the complexity of human nature and the importance of moral awakening. 

The pursuit of justice and fairness: Plato emphasized the importance of justice and fairness to social order, 

believing that social harmony and justice can only be achieved through the guidance of reason and virtue. In Les 

Miserables, the characters constantly pursue justice and fairness, resist injustice and oppression, and strive to 

achieve harmonious coexistence between individuals and society. Plato’s thought plays an important role and 
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influence in the religious film Les Miserables, reflecting people’s pursuit and exploration of ideal society and 

moral values through discussion of social order, personal freedom, moral choice, and justice. 

Reconciliation 

Plato’s ideas play a role in guiding the growth of characters and the pursuit of truth in religious films. Plato’s 

philosophy emphasizes the pursuit of truth and wisdom, which is closely related to the spiritual exploration and 

faith journey of the protagonists in religious films. Through the longing for Plato’s ideal country and the pursuit 

of metaphysics, the film characters face the conflict between faith and reality, get the inspiration of Plato’s 

thought, and find inner peace and truth belonging. 

Second, Plato’s thought promotes deep thinking about morality and ethics in religious films. Plato believed 

that morality is the cornerstone of personal growth and social stability, and religious films often evoke moral and 

ethical reflection through the moral choices and consequences of the characters. Through the pursuit of justice 

and goodness in Plato’s ideal country, the film characters, through thinking about Plato’s thoughts, finally choose 

actions that conform to conscience and moral norms, setting an example for the audience. 

Plato’s thought inspired the exploration of aesthetics and emotions in religious films. Plato’s understanding 

and pursuit of beauty are widely reflected in religious films, which, through expression of beauty and expression 

of emotion, lead the audience into an aesthetic realm that transcends time and space. Through Plato’s exploration 

of love and beauty, when the film characters choose between faith and love, they get the inspiration of Plato’s 

thoughts, and finally realize the inner awakening and sublimation of emotions. 

In general, Plato’s thought’s role and influence in religious films are multidimensional, which not only 

guides the characters’ growth and pursuit of truth, but also stimulates the audience’s deep thinking about morality 

and ethics. Through the in-depth discussion of Plato’s ideas in religious films, we can better understand the 

connotation and value of film works, and feel the great power of human spirit pursuit. 
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