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“Verses of Proverbs”, a group of forty couplets and quatrains written from Proverbs in the Bible. The following

1. Prologue: The Value of Proverbs

They’ll help you know wisdom and good teaching,

To discern the sayings 0’ understanding;

To receive instruction i’ wise behavior,

And doing what is right and just and fair;

To the naive for giving circumspection,

To th’ youth giving knowledge and discretion;

Let th” wise hear and gain scholarly ’ttainments,

And the discerning acquire handicrafts;
For understanding proverbs and par’bles,
And the words of the wise and their riddles.

The fear o' the Lord is th’ beginning of learning;

But fools disapprove o’ wisdom and training.

2. Warning Against Enticement

My son, hear th’ teaching o’ your father,
And forsake not th’ law o’ your mother.
They’ll be wreath your head to dign’fy
And a chain your neck to beaut’fy.

Agree not if you sinners ’ntice,

If they say, “Come along with us;

For someone’s blood let’s lie in wait,
Let’s ambush th’ inn’cent reason w’thout;
Like th’ grave, them alive let’s swallow,
’nd whole, like those who go down t’ hollow;
We’ll find all kinds o’ things valuable,
And wi’ booty our houses we’ll fill;
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thirteen couplets and quatrains written from Proverbs 1-6.
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Ah, do throw in your lot with us,

And we shall share a common purse”
My son,don’t go along with them,
And hold back your foot their paths from;
Rush into evil for their feet,

To shed others’ blood they are swift,
For in vain the net is baited

In the full view of all the bird.

Yet they lie i” wait to kill themselves;
And set an "mbush for their own lives.
Such is th’ end o’ all who are greedy;
The life 0 its owners it takes "way.

3. The Call of wisdom
In th” avenue wisdom ’loud calls,

She raises her voice i’ th’ public squares;
She cries out at th’ head o’ streets noisy,

She makes her speech i’ the town’s gateways:

“How long will fools love be’ng easy?
And mockers delight i’ mockery?

To you I’ll pour out my heart, b’hold,
Known to you | will make thoughts my.

Because I’ve called and you refused,
Stretched out my hand "nd no one heeded,
Since you ignored all my advice

And my rebuke wouldn’t be ’ccepted,

I’ll also laugh at your mischance;

I’ll mimic when you terror strikes,

And your disast’r comes like twister,
Come ’pon you when ’nguish and distress.

Then they’ll call me, but | won’t "nswer;
They’ll look for me but won’t *ncounter.
Since they hated erudition

To fear the Lord they didn’t prefer,
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Since they’d not *quire my suggestion,
And despised all my *dmonition,
They shall eat the fruit of their style,
And be sated with their schemes own.

For waywardness kills the simple,

And th’ complacence o’ fools ruin them will;

But who listens t” me will safe dwell
And will be at ease from th’ dread o’ e’il.”

4, Moral Benefits of Wisdom

My Child, if you receive my words
And wi’ you treasure up my commands,
Let your ears listen to learning

And apply your heart to good minds;

Yes, if you call out for learning

And cry aloud for und’rstanding,

If you look for it as silver

And as hidd’n treasure you’re searching,

Then o’ the Lord you’ll discern the fear
And th’ knowledge of God discover.
It’s th” Lord who gives erudition,

From him come wisdom and culture.

For th’ pious He stores up good fortune,

For th’ righteous He provides prot’ction,
He guards the course of the upright

And preserves th’ way o’ His Godly one.

Then you’ll discern what’s fair and just,
You will grasp way to live the right.
For wisdom will ent’r your psyche,

To your soul lore will be pleasant.

Discretion will watch over thee,
Understanding will you o’ersee.

It’ll save you from th” way o’ wickedness,
And from those who speak perversely,
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Who quit the routes of uprightness
To live in the sinful darkness,
Who rejoice in doing abb’rrant
And delight i’ evil perverseness,

They are persons whose paths are bent

And they’re men whose ways are not straight.

It’ll save you from any loose woman
Who tries to tempt you wi’ her words flat,

Who is faithl’ss to her husband own,
Her sacred cov’nant forgotten.

Down to death her dwelling declines,
To death she is travelling th’ lane.

No one who visits her back comes,
And to th’ road of life none returns.
Therefore walk i’ the way of the good,
Who do right, follow th’ paths of those.

In th” land the upright will abide,

And stay i’ it those without repr’mand,;

But th” wicked will be snatched from th’ land
And like plants sinn’rs will be *prooted.

5. Further Benefits of Wisdom

My Child, don’t forget my precept,
But keep my commands in your heart,
For your life they will longer make
And they’ll give you welfare ’bundant.

Let love and truth never forsake;
And do bind them around your neck,
Write them upon your heart table.
Both God and man will be euph’ric.

Trust in the Lord with your heart all,
And on your own insight don’t loll.
Acknowledge him in all your ways,
And make your footway straight he will.
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Do not be wise in your own eyes;

Fear the Lord, and depart from wrongs.
Health to your body it’ll induce

And bring nourishment to your bones.

Honor the Lord with your substance
With th” first fruits of all your produce;
Your barns will be filled wi’ plenty then,
And will be bursting wi’ wine your casks.

Child, don’t despise the Lord regul’tion
Nor be weary 0’ his correction,

As a father corrects a son,

For those God loves He’d discipline.

6. Blessed Are Those Who Find Wisdom

Blessed are those who insight acquire,
Blessed are those who obtain wisdom.
For she is more gainf’l than silver
And yields bett’r returns than aurum.

Sheis more precious than jewels,
Noth’ng you want can compare her with.
Long life to you wisdom offers,

As well as honor and good health.

The ways of wisdom are pleasant,
And all her paths lead t’ harmony.
She’s a life tree who hold her fast,
Those who clasp her are called happy.

7. God’s Wisdom in Creation
The Lord by wisdom th’ earth founded,

He set th’ sky i’ place und’rstanding through;
By his knowledge th’ seas were ’parted,

And to th’ earth th” clouds drop down the dew.
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8. Wisdom Has The True Security

My Child, keep sound wisdom and caution,
Don’t let those ’cape from your vision.
And they will be life for your soul

To grace your neck a decoration.

Then walk i’ your way safely you will,
Your foot will not trip and stumble.

You won’t be "fraid when you go to bed,
When lie down, be sweet your sleep shall.

Of sudden fear don’t be afraid

Or o’ the storm that strikes the wicked;
The Lord is th” one you will in trust.
He'll keep your foot from being snared.

Hide not good from those who need it
When it’s in your power to act.

If now you can help your neighbor,
Never tell him to wait th’ day next.

To your neighb’r nothing sinister,

Who lives calm’ and trustf’lly you near.
Strike not with a man without cause
When he hasn’t done you any harm e’er.

Don’t envy a man who hurts ’thers
And do not choose any of his ways,
The Lord hates men i’ depravity
But wi’ the righteous his secret is.

God puts curses on th’ house 0’ th” guilty,
But blesses th” homes of the saintly.

He scorns th’ scorn’rs, gives grace to th’ lowly.

Th’ wise inh’rit fame, th’ fools shame display.
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9. Wisdom Is Supreme

Hear, sons, a father’s instruction,
You may gain insight, pay att’ntion.
And do not forsake my lecture,

For I give you precious doctrine.

When | was a son wi’ my father,

Tender, th’’nly one i’ th’ sight 0> my mother,
O, he taught me and to me said:

“Lay hold o’ my words with all heart your,

Keep my commands and you’ll abide.
Acquire wisdom, *cquire clever mind;
Don’t forget or my words omit.

Don’t quit wisdom, and she’ll you regard;

Love her, and she will you protect.
Wisdom is supreme, wisdom get.
And whatever you get, get sense.
Esteem her, and she’ll you exalt;

She’ll honor you if her embrace.

On your head fair garland she’ll place

And present you wi’” a crown o’ brilliance.”
Wisdom is supreme, She’s God’s grace.

10. Admonition to keep to the Right Path

Listen my child, acc’pt what | say,

And th’ years o’ your life will be many.
| guide you in th’ way of reason

And lead you along upright way.

When you walk, noth’ng will slow you down.
And you won’t stumble when you run.

Don’t let go, of instr’ction keep hold;

Guard her, for she’s your anim’tion.
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Don’t enter the path of th’ wicked

And i’ the way o’ th’ evil don’t proceed.
Avoid it, don’t on it travel;

Refuse it and go on your road.

For they can’t sleep till they do e’il;
They can’t rest till make someone fall.
For they eat the bread o’ wickedness
And th’ wine of violence they guzzle.

Like th’ light of dawn th’ path o’ the righteous,
Brighter, bright” til full day which shines.

The way o’ the wicked is gloomy;

They don’t know what them stumble makes.

Child, pay att’ntion to what | say;
Listen to my sayings closely,

Do not let them out of your sight,
Keep them within your heart deeply;

For they’re life to those who them spot,
And health to a man’s body fit.

Watch o’er your heart wi’ all diligence,
For flow the springs of life from it.

Put "way from you crooked utt’rance,

And keep e’il talk far from your lips.

Hang your head shamefully do not;

Look straight ahead wi’ honest conf’dence.

Do make level paths for your feet
And all your ways will be establ’shed.
Don’t swerve to the right or to th’ left;
Away from evil turn your foot.
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11. Warning Against Impurity and Infidelity

My child, to my wisd’m pay att’ntion,
Listen well to my appreh’sion,

So that you will maintain prudence
And your lips may guard erud’tion.

For drip honey th’ lips 0’ adult’ress,
And smooth’r than oil is her utt’rance;
But i’ th’ end she’s like bitt’r toxicant,
Sharp as a sword has two keenness.

Will take you down to death her feet;
To the grave her steps lead you straight.
She does not ponder the life way;

Her ways wander, but she knows not.

O sons, listen to me caref’lly;

Don’t turn aside from what | say.
Stay on a path far ‘way from her,
And don’t go near her house gateway;

Lest to oth’rs you’ll give your honor,

And to the merciless your year,

Lest o’ your wealth strangers take plen’tude,
And your toil enr’ch th’ house 0’ a stranger.

And of your life you’ll groan at th” end,
When your flesh and b’dy are consumed.
You’ll say, “How | hated disciplines,
How my heart ref’sed to be corr’cted!

| would not obey my teachers,
Or listen to my instructors.

| am at the brink of utter ruin

In th” assembled congregations.”

Drink water from your own cistern,
Flowing water from your well own.
Should your springs overflow i’ the street,
Streams of water th’ public squares in?
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Let them be for yourself apart, MRV
And for sharing with strangers not. VIRST/ YN S
So with you own wife be happy, CEEZ T
And in th’ wife of your youth delight, RIS
As a deer graceful and pretty. A A E
May her charm’ng breasts you satisfy; R FE AR .
"lways i’ her love be intox’cated. WANFENGZ
Why bewitched an adult’ress by? (B A E K
Why th’ bosom o’ others wife enfold? Sl PR ?
For a man’s ways are i’ full view o’ th’ Lord, FTAT E H ik,
Where’er you go, he is watching. Ay 2 A,
By his own sins a sinn’r is snared. B NREEHL
He’s held fast by th’ ropes o’ wrongdoing. SEngE R,
He will die for lack of training, HERAE YT,
His great folly is misleading. 53PS pUR:
For your precious life guard warning. A S A
12. Warning Against Folly 12.7147 RBBk
Child, if you’re surety for neighbor, ES RPN VSIR
Have given your pledge for a stranger, BN NE Y,
If you’ve been trapped by what you said, AN A
Ensnared by the words of mouth your, TV 5 TR B
Do someth’ng to free yourself, instead, = 1 SR AE
Don’t fall into your neighbor’s hand. DKM R %
No pride, go and yourself abase, Toths s B
Hurry and with your neighbor plead. SRR NHILE
Don’t go to slumber let your eyes, ) AR HE 2
Don’t let your eyelids tightly close. DAL Bz A5 K
Free yourself as deer from huntsman, L RE A
From snare as a bird itself frees. 2 o 9 Jre 3
Go to th’ ants, you lazy person LUNNRIL NG
From th’ ways ants live learn a lesson. AT LAHE o
The ants have no a commander, WA TE T,

And they have no a leading man. WICH T4
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They prepare their food in summer,

And their sust’nance i’ harvest gather.
Sluggard, how long will you there sleep?
When will you ’rise from your slumber?

A little sleep, a little nap,

A while folding of th’ hands to sleep,
Your pov’rty will come i’ like bandit
And like an armed man your hardship.

A scoundrel, villain wi” misconduct

Who goes around wi’ a mouth corrupt,
Winks wi’ his eyes, motions wi’ his fingers,
And he makes signals with his feet.

Wi’ pervert’d heart evil devises,

He stirs up dissension always.
Calam’ty will sudd’nly descend.

I” a moment,b’yond repair damages.

There are six things hate does the Lord,
And can’t tolerate senv’n things God:
A lying tongue, pair eyes haughty,
And hands that shed innocent blood.

A heart that dev’ses consp’racy,
Feet that run to evil rap’dly,

A sham witness attests falsely,

And one who sows discord i’ fam’ly.

13. Warning Against Adultery

My Child, keep th” commands o’ your father,

Forsake not th’ teaching o’ your mother.
Always fasten them round your neck;
And bound them ’pon your heart fore’er.

They’ll often lead you when you walk,
They’ll talk with you when you awake;
They’ll watch o’er you when you lie down.
As light th” commands and teaching blink,

BWEREX,
SRR 15

BN A M 1< 2
HE HRLART IS FE T 2

F I HEHT B 7
T Ik
WAL,
7 AEALL I HE FiE

TBOEAER 22,
1% DR,
HR A midl
LA RARAR 5

B,
HALG L
e AR
LSRR TEA -

ANEEFH TR,
LR 2
ren PR A 5 s
MIEIEEZ N

DB B
REE R AT,
/T = 7
AT R

13. Z3R4TE

R i
DB
UL
DKHARE

AT B,
IR U
B (R«
WHARAT 6.

1725



1726 VERSES OF PROVERBS (“/# 5 "+ )

Teach you how to live th” discipline,

LRI,

Keep you from an evil woman, T EE AT,
From the smooth tongue of th’ adult’ress. AVEEA T
Crave not her beauty your heart in, AR EAIT,
Nor let her capture you wi’ her eyes. AR X
A whore is *nly loaf o’ bread for th” price, WAL T,
But th’ whore stalks a man’s v’ry being. SN GEEREC IS
Be carried in th” bosom can blaze N ik,
And without the man’s clothes burning? SR ?
Or can one walk on coals flaming JE MR K
Without his own feet being scorched? SREAN I ?
So is he wi” his neighb’r’s wife sleeping; i 548\ 1A,
None who touch’s her won’t go pun’shed. TN
If a thief steals be scorned he shouldn’t, IRHVIE TR
Cont’nt his desire for his hungry, JET AR B
He’ll pay seven-fold if he’s caught. et LA
Lacks sense who commits adult’ry; ATESEEH,
He who does it himself destroy. it S .
Wounds and dishonor he will get, AR GIE R
And his shame won’t be wiped away. Za ik 3R -
Husband’s wrath jealousy stim’late, IR A A
When he takes revenge no restraint. SMikzk,
No compensation he’ll accept, Tt At AN A,
He’ll refuse th’ bribe, however great. THEARANE .
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